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Highlights of the April 7th - 24th festival 
 

13 days of programming 
 

Wednesday, April 7th - OPENING NIGHT ECO PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT AND AWARDS at the Art Gallery 
of Hamilton Pavilion 
 
Photographers throughout Ontario have been invited to submit environmentally inspired photographs 
based upon the themes of this year’s feature films.  
 
The most outstanding photographs, selected by a jury of leading art directors and industry professionals, 
will be exhibited at the Art Gallery of Hamilton Pavilion during our opening night reception. 
 
The top submissions will receive awards from the ECO Artist Program and from community sponsors.  
 
Exclusive after-hours access to all AGH exhibits, including complimentary admission to ticketed exhibits, 
and live musical performances featuring acts such as Ginger St. James and The Rest Band 
 
Greetings from Mayor Fred Eisenberger 
 
Doors open at 7:00 
Cocktail reception and cash bar 
 
Tickets: $40 per person.  $5 from each ticket will benefit the SpecKids Unlimited Charity 
 
Friday, April 9th - GREENING THE JAMES STREET NORTH ART CRAWL  

 ECO shorts submitted by local filmmakers at The Factory and ArtWord ArtBar 

 ECO Art by local artists exhibited in the Hamilton Artists Inc display window (James St. N. & Cannon) 

 ECO photos at HIStory and HERitage 
 
Awards reception at The Factory at 10 PM 
Free screenings.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
 
Saturday, April 10th - ECO EXPO at Westdale Secondary School, hosted by Students Bridging Borders. 
ECO-themed films, photographs, fashion and art created by Hamilton-area elementary and secondary 
students and Ontario post-secondary students.  
 
Workshops on hot environmental topics will be led by community experts in their fields, including: 
Sustainable design – McCallum Sather Architects 
Ethical Investing – Reeves Financial Services 
Living Walls – ELT Easy Green 
Clean Energy – Peter Ormond, ECO5 
Organic and Fair Trade Fabrics 
 
The ECO Expo is free. All community members are welcome to attend. 
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Evening vegetarian Dinner and screening of Avatar. Net proceeds from this event will go to support the 
David Suzuki Foundation. Tickets: $20 
 
 
Tuesday, April 13th - Screening of WATERLIFE 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Westdale Secondary School  
Waterlife tells the story of the Great Lakes, the last great supply of fresh drinking water on Earth. This 
film follows the cascade of the Great Lakes from Northern Lake Superior to the Atlantic Ocean, through 
the lives of some of the 35 million people who rely on the lakes for survival. 
  

Acclaimed Canadian director Kevin McMahon will be in attendance for an interactive Q&A 
session with the audience.  
 
Wednesday, April 14th - Screening of TAPPED 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Westdale Secondary School  
A behind-the-scenes-look into the unregulated and unseen world of an industry that aims to privatize 
and sell back the one resource that ought never to become a commodity: our drinking water. 
 
Thursday, April 15th - Screening of FOOD FIGHT 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Westdale Secondary School  
A fascinating look at how agricultural policy and food culture developed in the 20th century, and how a 
partnership between chefs and farmers launched a rebellion against big agribusiness and created a 
political movement that we call “local, seasonal, & sustainable.” 
 
Friday, April 16th - Screening of CRUDE + Conserver Society AGM  
TIME : Doors open at 6:00pm (for AGM)  
LOCATION : Westdale Secondary School  
The Conserver Society invites you to its Annual General Meeting before the screening of Crude. New and 
renewing members will receive a ticket (as part of their membership fee) to the screening of Crude 
immediately following the AGM.  
 
The inside story of the infamous "Amazon Chernobyl" case: 30,000 indigenous and colonial rainforest 
dwellers were pitted against the US oil giant Chevron. Over a 30-year period, the US oil industry 
contaminated one of the most biodiverse regions on Earth, poisoning the water, air and land. The result 
is a "death zone" of more than 1000 square miles, with skyrocketing rates of cancer, leukemia and birth 
defects. 
 
 
Saturday, April 17th - The Factory: Hamilton Media Arts Centre in partnership with the AGH presents 
ALANIS OBAMSAWIN: A PEOPLE'S VOICE & VISION 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Art Gallery of Hamilton Pavilion  
Presented by The Factory: Hamilton Media Arts Centre in partnership with the AGH : Alanis Obomsawin, 
a member of the Abenaki Nation, is one of Canada’s most distinguished documentary filmmakers. Three 
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of Ms. Obomsawin's most acclaimed films will be screened this evening. Alanis Obomsawin will be in 
attendance for an interactive Question & Answer session 
 
Tuesday, April 20th - Screening of SHARKWATER 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Westdale Secondary School  
These magnificent creatures have gone from predator to prey. Despite surviving the earth's history of 
mass extinctions, sharks could easily be wiped out within our lifetime due to human greed. 
 
Wednesday, April 21st - Screening of HORSE BOY, hosted by the AGH 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Jackson Square Cinemas  
Presented by the Art Gallery of Hamilton  
The Horse Boy follows the quest of a Texas couple to find healing for their autistic son, Rowan. After 
discovering that Rowan's condition appears to be improved by contact with horses and other animals, 
the family leaves their home in Texas on an arduous journey to seek help from the traditional shamans 
in Mongolia. 
 
Thursday, April 22nd - Special Earth Day screening of 2010 Academy Award winning film, THE COVE. 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Westdale Secondary School  
In a remote, glistening cove, surrounded by barbed wire and "Keep Out" signs, lies a dark reality. Under 
cover of night, the fishermen of Taiji, Japan, driven by a multi-billion dollar dolphin entertainment 
industry and an underhanded market for mercury-tainted dolphin meat, engage in an unseen hunt. The 
nature of what they do is so chilling -- and the consequences are so dangerous to human health -- they 
will go to great lengths to halt anyone from seeing it.  
 

 Winner of the 2010 Academy Award for Best Documentary Film  
 
 Expedition Director Simon Hutchins will be in attendance for an interactive Q&A session with the 
audience  
 
Friday, April 23rd - Screening of END OF THE LINE 
TIME : Doors open at 6:30pm  
LOCATION : Westdale Secondary School  
The New York Times calls The End of the Line "vital," "well-researched," and "evenhanded ": a film "that 
subverts our ancient faith in the ocean as an inexhaustible resource, offering a persuasive case that the 
major species of edible fish are headed for extinction." If we continue fishing as we are now, we will see 
the end of most seafood by 2048. 
 
Saturday, April 24th - Earth Day Hamilton-Burlington’s 15th annual Earth Day Walk and Tree Planting 

HAMILTON-BURLINGTON 14TH ANNUAL  
EARTH DAY WALK AND TREE PLANTING  
TIME : Registration at 8:45am; Walk begins at 10:00am  
5K WALK : Bayfront Park to Churchill Park : Following the 5K Walk, participants can plant trees to restore 
the urban wood-land in this area and then join in all of the fun activities of the festival.  
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All funds raised from the Walk go towards environmental education with the multi-day Earth Day 
Educational Eco-Festival at the RBG.  
 
TREE PLANTING Churchill Park 11:30 am - 3:00 pm  
Join Earth Day Hamilton-Burlington, along with their planting partners RBG (Royal Botanical Gardens) 
and BARC (Bay Area Restoration Council) for this free, fun family event. 
1,300 trees to be planted on this day 
Free family-friendly activities, workshops, eco exhibits, draws, CSA farms and the Aviary. 
 
 
Saturday, April 24th - Closing Night FUNDRAISING CONCERT for the ECO Artist Program  
LIVE MUSIC  
DATE : APRIL 24TH TIME: 9:00 PM  
LOCATION: THE CORKTOWN  
Don't miss the festival's wrap party and fundraising concert for the ECO Artist Program 
 
 
Please consider purchase of fully transferrable festival passes that give you and/or your friends access to the following seven films :  

WATERLIFE • TAPPED • FOODFIGHT • CRUDE  
SHARKWATER • THE COVE • END OF THE LINE  
PASSES : $50 for Adults / $25 for Students  
TICKETS : $10 for Adults / $5 for Students  
Tickets/passes available through :  

www.ecofilmartsfestival.com 
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ECO Film & Arts Festival Backgrounder 
 
Co-Founders 
Francesca Trifone, Annette Paiement and Peter Ormond 
See “Who We Are” page on the 2008 site (listed in the About Us section of the 2010 festival) 
 
The idea for the festival originated when Francesca attended the Planet in Focus environmental 
film festival in Toronto in October 2007. She spoke with Nidhi Tandon, the chair of the board of 
directors for PIF. 
 
Francesca mentioned “wouldn’t it be great to do something like this in Hamilton....” 
 
Founding Sponsor 
Reeves Financial Services 
 
Francesca met Scott Reeves at the SkyDragon in December 2007, where Reeves Financial 
Services was hosting a screening of the Al Gore film, An Inconvenient Truth. With a founding 
sponsor secured, the festival began. 
 
2008 – Inaugural Year (5 days) 
The Ripple Effect ECO Film Festival was launched on Earth Day 2008. 
 
Tuesday, April 22nd Westside Concert Theatre 
Film: Edge of Eden: Living with Grizzlies 
Live Performers: Violinists Louisa and Martin Kratka, dub poet Klyde Broox and RevWear 
 
Wednesday, April 23rd AGH Pavilion 
Film: Toxic Trespass 
Special Guest: Film director Berri Cohen 
 
Thursday, April 24th Staircase Theatre 
Films: Dead in the Water and Buried at Sea 
Live Music: Cellist Merrilee Temple and singer Kim Koren 
 
Friday, April 25th Fenian Films on Locke Street 
Film: Refugee of a Blue Planet 
Live Music: Alfie Smith 
 
Saturday, April 26th SkyDragon 
Films: screenings of several shorts 
Live Music: Annette Paiement 
 
Approximate attendance: 350 
  



2009 – Year Two (5 days) 
The 2009 festival was called the Hamilton ECO Film & Arts Festival 
 
Tuesday, April 21st Pearl Company 
Film: Manufactured Landscapes 
Live Music: Kim and Frank Koren 
 
Wednesday, April 22nd Jackson Square Cinema (Presented by AGH) 
Film: Flow: The World Water Crisis 
Speaker: Lynda Lukasik, Environment Hamilton 
 
Thursday, April 23nd Fenian Films on Locke Street 
Film: Addicted to Plastic. Film director Ian Connacher was in attendance 
Live Music: Jesse O’Brien, Harrison Kennedy and Joel Guenther 
 
Friday, April 24th Studio Theatre, Hamilton Place 
Film: Four Wings and a Prayer 
Live Music: Diana Panton 
 
Saturday, April 25th Grand Central Ballroom, LIUNA Station 
Film: Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring 
Live Music: Powerhouse 
 
Approximate attendance: 750  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Contact: Francesca Trifone, Co-Founder and Festival Director 

ECO Film & Arts Festival 

Cell: (905) 512-2361 

Email: francesca@ecofilmartsfestival.com 

Website: ecofilmartsfestival.com 

HAMILTON’S ENVIRONMENTAL FILM AND ARTS FESTIVAL GREENS THE 

ARTS SCENE 

Hamilton, ON ï March 30, 2010 ð The 3
rd

 annual ECO Film Arts & Festival is expanding to 13 

days of programming in 2010. The Festival will premiere April 7th and run until the 24
th

.  

 

The Festival will host several events that are part of the green art movement, starting with an 

Opening Night Photography Exhibit and Award. Top photography submissions from Ontario 

photographers will be exhibited in the AGH Pavilion during the opening night. 

 

The Greening the James Street North Art Crawl takes place on Friday, April 9
th

 along James 

Street North, with eco-themed film screenings, and art and photography exhibits. 

 

Festival co-presenters Students Bridging Borders are hosting the Eco Expo at Westdale 

Secondary School on Saturday, April 10
th

. Workshops by community leaders will be conducted 

on topics including sustainable design, ethical investing, clean energy and environmental impact 

of food choices. A fundraising dinner and screening of Avatar will be featured in the evening. 

 

ñWeôre very fortunate to have such great partnerships this year. Itôs really enabled us to grow,ò 

says Festival Director, Francesca Trifone. 

 

Beginning on Tuesday, April 13
th

, the festival screens eight top Canadian and international 

environmental film, including the 2010 Academy Award winner, The Cove. Expedition Director 

Simon Hutchins and Waterlife director Kevin McMahon will be in attendance. 

 

ñThis year we will be screening films that are thought provoking, that raise awareness of 

ecological, social, and economic themes at the local and global community levelsò she says. 

For more information visit the website www.ecofilmartsfestival.com. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, April 1, 2010 
 

HAMILTON ECO FILM AND ARTS FESTIVAL KICKS OFF WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 
 
HAMILTON, Ontario – Today, the Hamilton Eco Film and Arts Festival announced the line up for its 
opening night gala, taking place on Wednesday, April 7 at the Art Gallery of Hamilton Pavilion. The 
festival will open with a photography exhibit where photographers from throughout Ontario submitted 
pictures inspired by this year’s films. Mayor Fred Eisenberger will deliver opening remarks, and musical 
acts The Rest Band and Ginger St. James will perform. 
 
The Hamilton Eco Film and Arts Festival, now in its third year, will run from April 7 – 24, and will feature 
films including, among others, the award-winning Sharkwater, Crude, Waterlife, and The Cove, which 
won the 2009 Academy Award for Best Documentary Film. 
 
“We’re very excited about this year’s festival,” says Francesca Trifone, co-founder and festival director. 
“We’ve expanded the festival significantly for this year, and we feel that, through the films that will be 
screened, we have an excellent representation of the environmental issues facing our planet.” 
 
Most of the film screenings and art exhibits will take place at the Art Gallery of Hamilton, various 
locations on James Street North, and at Westdale Secondary School. As an added feature, many of the 
directors and other people who worked on this year’s films – including Simon Hutchins, expedition 
director of The Cove – will be in attendance and will participate in interactive question and answer 
sessions. 
 
“The fact that we have been able to attract many of the people who have worked on these films shows 
that the festival is really gaining momentum,” says Trifone. “Our attendance and sponsorship has 
doubled over the first two years, which has allowed us to really grow the festival. We encourage anyone 
interested in learning more about serious environmental issues to come and take part in the festival.” 
 
This year marks the third annual Hamilton Eco Film and Arts Festival. The festival was first staged in 
2008 as the Ripple Effect Eco Film Festival, and adopted its current name for the 2009 event. It is the 
only environmental film festival in Canada that contributes proceeds to the development of 
environmental art and education. Students from Hamilton’s Westdale Secondary School are taking part 
in the festival through Students Bridging Border, a non-governmental organization dedicated to social 
justice and environmental projects. 
 
The Hamilton Eco Film and Arts Festival is made possible by support from the community. Many 
companies including McCallum Sather Architects Inc. (lead sponsor), TD Canada Trust, Mackesy Smye 
Lawyers, ELT Easy Green (premier sponsors), and Greening Marketing Inc. (director) contribute funding 
and resources towards the success of the festival. 
 



For more information on the Hamilton Eco Film and Arts Festival, including its schedule, press kit, and 
featured films and projects, visit www.ecofilmartsfestival.com. To schedule interviews with Francesca 
Trifone, Kevin McMahon (director of Waterlife) or Simon Hutchins (expedition director for The Cove), 
contact: 
 
 
Francesca Trifone 
Co-Founder and Festival Director 
Hamilton Eco Film and Arts Festival 
P: 905-512-2361 

 

Or 
 
Mike O’Drowsky 
Greening Marketing Inc. 
McMaster Innovation Park 
P: 905.667.5793 
mike@greeningmarketing.ca 
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